THE   WOOLLEN  INDUSTRY

7.  BREWING.   Ale was still the general drink, but beer
imported in small quantities from Flanders at the end of the
fourteenth century.    Its use did not become general for another
100 years.   Ale biewing was still largely in the hands of women,
and in 1419 there were 39 women livery members of the Brewers
Company in London.   Wine-making almost entirely ceased.

8.  SILK.   By the middle of the fourteenth century the silk-
weavers of London were an organized body, composed appar-

WlNDINa OFF SILK FROM THE COCOONS

ontly mainly of women. During the fifteenth century they
appealed to the king for protection against alien competition,
and in 1435 the importation erf manufactured silk was forbidden.
The petition is interesting; it states that ' before this time,
many a worshipful woman within the said city have lived full
honourably, and therewith many good households kept, and
many gentlewomen and other in great number like as there now
be more than a thousand have been drawn under them in learning
the same craft and occupation V yet now from competition of
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